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honour in the Mediterranean, both by victories over the Turks,
and by sweeping from the seas the fierce pirates of Barbary
who were a formidable obstacle to all maritime commerce.
Towards the end of Ferdinand's reign the war-galleys of the
knights of Santo Stefano were in 1607 sent to attack Bona,
on the coast of Barba*y, the headquarters of the coisairs; the
place was fiercely defended by the latter, but the knights took
it by an assault in which they displayed unexampled bravery.
In the following year the same galleys achieved a still more
brilliant victory over thj Turks, attacking and completely
defeating the much stronger Turkish fleet, capturing nine of
their vessels, seven hundred prisoners, and a store of jewels
valued at 2,000,000 ducats. This victory was the final success
which closed a long series of similar contests, and placed the
Tuscan fleet at the head of naval affairs in the Mediterranean.
In the Sala del Baroccio in the Uffizi Gallery is to be seen a
table of Florentine pietra dura, executed for Ferdinand, in
the centre of which is a representation of the harbour of Leg-
horn, with vessels of all nations floating on a sea of lapis-
lazuli, and among them a squadron of six galleys of the Tus-
can fleet bringing into the harbour two captured Turkish
ships.

In his foreign policy Ferdinand continued to increase those
close relations with France which he had begun by his mar-
riage. Six months after Christine of Lorraine left Blois Henry
III was assassinated, and there followed four years of war in
France, during which Henry of Navarre (Henry IV) was
contending for his kingdom against the League, which was
assisted by Spain. Ferdinand supported his claims and pro-
vided him with money, undeterred by the opposition of Spain
and the League, who were appalled at the prospect of a
Protestant succeeding to the throne of France, and were
determined to prevent it at all costs. And it was practically
Ferdinand who at length placed Henry IV on the French
throne. The revenue of the Grand Duke of Tuscany was at
this period equal to, if not greater than, the entire revenue